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fell into decay sooner than the others. Tahiti, the centre of the
Society group and perhaps the loveliest of them all, has sunk
pretty low, aided and abetted by a. slovenly French bureaucracy,
But it was doomed to perish, no matter which European nation
should have bothered to annex it in the great scramble for Pacific
possessions. The Tonga group, or Friendly Islands, on the other
hand, together with neighbouring Samoa, has fared compara-'
lively well.

These islands seem to have been one of the main centres of
distribution for the great Polynesian migrations of the eleventh
and twelfth centuries of our era. Even to-day this part of the
Pacific gives the traveller a feeling that here he has come upon
the only healthy remnant of the old Polynesian civilization.
Both die men and the women have a pleasant look of indepen-
dence about them. They practised the art of navigation for
many decades after it had disappeared from the Hawaiian Islands
and Tahiti. In order to get the right kind of wood for their
canoes they had to cross over to the heavily timbered Fijis. And
the Fijians, whose reputation for ferocious cruelty was so great
that even the European skippers rarely dared to land on their
shores, had a holy fear of the highly trained tribesmen from
Samoa and let them take whatever they wanted without bother-
ing to fight back. As a result, the Samoans have not only
managed to survive, but they have also retained some of their
original sense of independence; but God only knows what will
happen to them when Japan, in its need of further expansion,
decides to attack this part of the world, particularly now that
England has her hands full elsewhere.

As for the islands belonging to the French, they are doomed
beyond hope of recovery, while all has not gone smoothly in the
case of those that, for the last twenty years or so, have been ad-
ministered by the Dominions of Australia and New Zealand,
The Dominions have not had the mother country's experience
ia colonial adrninistration, and difficulties have been many and
serious.